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The Three Kings The Three Kings, Melchior,
Casper, and Balthazar, guided by the Bethlehem Star, set out to
pay homage to the new-born King.

According to the legend, they arrived on the Twelfth Night and
‘presented unto him gifts”. Melchior’s gift was gold (representing =
Christ’s Royalty).—Casper’s gift was frankincense (representing Christ's Divinity)
Balthazar's gift was myrrh (representing Christ’s suffering).

It Is interesting to find that in some countries gifts are exchanged on the
twelfth night after Christmas because of this tradition.

The Gospel story in Matt. 2: 1-20 makes no reference to the names, the
number, or even royalty of the Magi. These delightfully engaging details have
come down to us through legend and tradition.

From popular legend we are further told that Melchior was 3 small man
and was King of Nubia; Casper was 3 medium sized man and was King
of Chaldea, while Balthazar was a &/l black skinned man and was King of
Tarshish . HEAPAASSSSSS (The Christmas Caroler’s Book)

O Christmas Tree

The Christmas tree has become an important part of our festivities. Have
you ever wondered where the custom originated? o

The Christmas tree is of very early origin. In the ancient world, the
Romans had a winter festival called Saturnalia which was held in honour of
Saturn, their god of the seed-sowing. At these annual festivals, it was cus-
tomary to have trees laden with decorations and gifts.

During the Barbarian invasions the Goths adopted the customs of
the Saturnalia, including the tree custom, and brought them back into
Germany.

The tree however, did not become 3 part of the Christmas festivities
until the time of Luther. When once it was adopted as a Christian symbol,
it became very popular throughout Germany.

As a Christian Symbol the tree, which is evergreen, represents Christ,
who is ever living and eternally the same. The custom spread throughout
other lands, and today almost every home sports one at Christmas.
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The Gift Of God

A shopper mused over the window display signs that marked some luxurious
gifts. “For the man who has everything,” one placard read. “Pamper the
woman of your dreams,” stated another. There were no price tags visible, so
his assumption was that money was no object.

If that were the case he wondered, and if he could give his loved ones any gift
in the world, what would it be? Mansions, stocks, cars, vacations, diamonds?
The best gifts the Wise Men could conceive of were gold, frankincense and
myrrh. He wondered if they pondered over the gifts for Jesus. We know that
those gifts had great significance.

The Bible tells us that the best gift is more costly, the Saviour coming into
the world & dying for us
This poem by Christina Rossetti searches the inner being.

What can I give Him,
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd,
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man, I would do my part;
Yet what I can, I give Him -
Give my heart.

% Good and perfect gifts come from the HEART, not the ¢ %
' mall. '

This is something all Christmas shoppers need to ponder.

Help us to remember Lord; that the best of all gifts was not adorned with
bells and bows; the best gift the world has ever seen was wrapped in
swaddling clothes.

It’s easy to get caught up in the Christmas season and miss out on the reason
we celebrate.
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Philip Graham-11th; Adriel Pelayo- 18th; Beverly Faber- 18th;
Jeneve Flowers- 23rd; Joyce Flowers- 26th; Lisa Stanford- 28th

KEKEKEEEK K&
nernnBethémi’, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You
will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to name Him Jesus. He will
be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High.

The Lord God will give Him the throne of His Father David, and He will
reign over the house of Jacob forever, His kingdom will never end. wuke 1:30-33)

Upcoming Events Church Fellowships

Christmas

Programme
Sun. Dec.6 - Music

Ministry presents Concert
7:00pm

i —
Sunday Services: x

9:30 am - Sunday School for all ages
10:45 am - Morning Worship *
7:00 pm - Evening Service

1st Sunday - Communion after Evening Service
Children’s Service 10:45 a.m.
Last Sunday: Singspiration: @ 7:00 pm

Sun. Dec. 13 -1.Adult
Choir leads the morning
service

Women’s Fellowship -1st Monday of the month

2.Women’s Ministry Leads | Chyreh Council Meeting - 2nd Monday of the
the evening service month

Sun. Dec. 20 - 9:30 am
Sunday School Pro-
gramme

Men’s Fellowship - 4th Monday of the
Month

Trustees Meeting - 3rd Monday of the month
7:00 pm Men’s Fellowship

Wednesday - Evangelism @ 6:00 pm

Sun. Dec. 27 - Youth Minis-

try— 7:00 pm Thursday - Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 6:00

pm
Church eee@
Council

Meeting Mon. Dec. 14

Friday @ 7:00 pm - Youth Meeting

Saturday - Music Practice - Adult Choir @ 2.00
pm

Trustees Meeting— Mon. Praise Team - 4:00 pm (Every other week)

Dec. 21

Couple’s Fellowship - Last Friday of
the month

Deacons Meeting- Wed.
Dec. 23

Watch Night Service-
Thurs. Dec. 31
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From The Paston s Pen @
“Bethlehem ,NOT your Belly.”
So its almost here, the holiday that most people eagerly await every
year. Xmas for many.

Exciting events unfold around this time, people save for this season, some
beg relatives abroad AND some even take loans to join in the exorbitant
spending on different types of food, clothing, parties, lights and trees that is
‘in season’ for 3 jamboree which lasts just for a moment then before you
know it- it’s the start of a new year. And we do it all over aqain.

But could this really be the true purpose of Christmas? |
wonder... Absolutely nothing is wrong with partaking in the different activ-
ities that goes on around this time, but let us all remember that something

even more significant took place around this historical date that changed
the course of mankind forever,

” For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.”-
Isaiah 9:6 KJV
Let us pause at some point from our merry making and feasting on differ-
ent kinds of food, this season is not so much about our belly, it's about
Bethlehem. Let us eliminate the "X’ for whatever it means and put back

‘Christ’ in CHRISTmas. Pastor Fredrice Lord
. FRFLRRELLL //OTYWE
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Time is our most valuable gift. It reveals the purpose of all things through
intelligent growth from seed time to harvest time as revealed in the changing
seasons.

Our first breath connects us with our main purpose, and to time which is the
pathway to accomplishing and fulfilling our life’s purpose. The changing
minutes, hours, days and years bring varying conditions, thoughts and op-
portunities.

These changing conditions follow definite patterns from the start of an idea
to it’s completion.

Will the result be what you are seeking? Did you start your plan at the right
time?

Ecclesiastes 3:1 says, (KJV) To everything there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven.

In what season are YOU?




